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A36-year-oldmanpresented to the emergencydepartmentwithdouble vision. Fourweeks before, hehadbeen struck in the face and
heunderwent open reduction and internalfixationof amandibular fracture.Hehad intact cranial nerves in the immediate postoperative
period. On examination, he displayed preserved visual acuity, a right-sided cranial nerve III palsy with an inferiorly abducted right eye,
loss of medial and upward gaze, significant right-sided ptosis, and asymmetric mydriasis (Figure 1 and Video E1 [available online at
http://www.annemergmed.com]). A bruit was auscultated over the affected eye.

For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 220.
To view the entire collection of Images in Emergency Medicine, visit www.annemergmed.com.

Figure 1. Ptosis and loss of right eye adduction on leftward
horizontal gaze consistent with a right cranial nerve III palsy.

Figure 2. CTangiography (axial view) showing abnormal dilatation
of the ophthalmic vein (arrow), causing local mass effect.

Figure 3. CT angiography (axial view) demonstrating arterial phase filling of the cavernous sinus (arrow).
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